
 

 

 

 

A YIDDISH GUIDE TO LARRY DAVID 

 
by 

Marjorie Gottlieb Wolfe 

 
Syosset, New York 

Before we begin a discussion about Larry David, here’s a list of words for today’s 
theatergoers: 
 
  theater          “der teater” 
  actor             “der aktyor” 
  actress         “der aktrise” 
  scene           “di tsene” 
  play              “di pyese” 
  act                “der akt” 
  intermission  “di hafsoke” 
  melodrama   “di melodrame” 
  theater box    “lozhe” 
 
Larry David (“Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Seinfield,” etc.) is on Broadway, starring in a 
new “komedie” (comedy), “Fish in the Dark.”   The show had more than $13 million in 
advance sales.  On June 9, he will be replaced by his Seinfeld pal, Jason Alexander. 
 
Time magazine said “Forgive Us:  We’re having difficulty curbing our enthusiasm about 
this.” 
 
“schlekht” (bad) 
The comedy focuses on 15 characters as they deal with a death in the family.  The plot 
is about the gathering of the Drexel family in present-day California as they prepare to 



 

 

bid farewell to their dying patriarch.  Old rivalries and still-simmering angers are 
reignited, which echo through the next few days. We see how badly people often 
behave when there’s an imminent death in the family.   David said, “I really got myself 
in a pickle. It’s a big, sour pickle and I can’t get out of it.  I’m not even an actor!  I don’t 
even like the theater!” 
 
Larry David plays Norman Drexel, a Los Angeles urinal salesman The clan in “Fish in 
the Dark” even bicker over who’s going to inherit Sid’s Rolex!. Jesse Oxfeld says, 
“There are bits recognizable from Seinfeld, from the question of whether a body odor 
smell is so bad as to be deadly (see:  “The Smelly Cat,” fourth season) to a doctor’s 
final-reel suggestion that an unexpected medical event was caused by a character’s 
preceding comic behavior (see:  The Summer of George,” eighth season). 
 
And at the post-funeral gathering of “Fish in the Dark,” a Puerto Rican housekeeper 
(played by Rosie Perez) offers some snacks (“nash”) to a man (Jeff Still) she hasn’t 
met before.  “Cuchifritos?” she asks pointing to a platter.  The man extends his hand.  
“Jay Leventhal,” he answers.  (Thanks, Ben Brantley.) 
  
And the Broadway production has recouped its entire capitalization. 
 
Shown below is a Yiddish Guide to Larry David: 
 
“geboyrn” (born) 
David (Lawrence Eugene David) was born in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn,   on July 2, 
1947.   
 
“tate”/”mame” (parents) 
His parents, Morty and Helen, would eventually become the inspiration for Jerry’s 
parents in “Seinfeld.” 
 
“bruder” (brother) 
David has a brother, Ken. 
 
“kindhayt” (childhood) 
 
David said “I had a wonderful childhood, which is tough because it’s hard to adjust to a 
miserable (“tsoredik”) adulthood.” 
 
David spent his childhood visiting Nathan’s, Coney Island’s “Cyclone,” “the 
Thunderbolt,” “the Tornado,” the “Virginia Wheel,” and “the Bobsled.” 
 



 

 

He said, “It [life] has to do - I think - with growing up in an apartment with my aunt and 
my cousins right next door to me, with the door open, with neighbors walking in and 
out, with people yelling at each other all the time.” 
 
When David revisited his childhood home in Brooklyn for “60 Minutes,” he told Charlie 
Rose, “I’m completely devoid of any feelings whatsoever at this moment.  He couldn’t 
care about the walk down memory lane. 
 
“”khinukh” (education) 
David attended Sheepshead Bay H. S. and the University of Maryland. 
After Maryland he embarked a career as stand-up comedian in 1974. 
 
“khasene” (marriage) 
Larry David was married to environmental activist, Laurie David, for 14 years.  It ended 
with an amicable divorce in 2007.  According to Benjamin Wallace (“Larry David The 
Schmuck,” New York Magazine, Jan. 26 - Feb. 8, 2015), “Since getting a divorce in 
2007, David has lived a comfortable, but not overly lavish or complicated existence in a 
house a few minutes’ drive from his ex, who calls him ‘my best friend, again.’” 
 
“get” (divorce) 
“Well, after the divorce, I went home and turned all the lights on!” (quote) 
 
“tsoredik” (miserable) 
Larry David has made a career out of being miserable.  He told Kevin Pollak that the 
rumors that in his early days of stand-up he used to walk out on stage, take one look at 
the audience and say “no” before walking off, are very much true. 
 
“idee” (ide) 
In 1988, Jerry Seinfeld solicited David’s advice in developing a show for NBC.  The two 
came up with the idea for Seinfeld.  And who can forget Jerry’s TV parents, Elizabeth 
Sheridan and Barney Martin? 
 
“oyfhern” (to quit) 
The episode on “Seinfeld” in which George Costanza quits his job and then returns as 
if nothing happens, was inspired by Larry David’s own experience at SNL. 
 
“oytomobile” 
David owns a BMW i3 electric car.  He once purchased a Tiptronic.  He immediately 
regretted the purchase, and returned it within two weeks for a $12,000 loss. 
 
“fremder” (stranger) 
David said, “I don’t like talking to people I know, but strangers, I have no problem with.” 



 

 

 
Ryan Hatch wrote, “Perhaps no other comedian in the last 25 years has better 
encapsulated 21st century angst, neurosis, and disdain for strangers (and friends and 
family) than Larry David.” 
 
“beysbol” (baseball) 
David occasionally appeared on “Seinfeld,” playing roles like New York Yankees 
owner, George Steinbrenner. 
 
“shrayen” (to shout) 
“I like to be quiet, and let people find me rather than having to shout at them.” (quote) 
 
“tolerirn” (to tolerate) 
“I tolerate lactose like I tolerate people.” (quote) 
 
“shrayber” (writer) 
In 1975, David moved to Los Angeles when he was hired as a writer and performer on 
the late night series, “Fridays.”  The show lasted until 1982. 
 
“hor” (hair)--three quotes 
“Sometimes I have these fantasies of just moving to a foreign country and coming back 
with a full head of hair.  Or not even come back!  Make a new life there with 
hair...Change my name, just see what happens.” 
 
“Anyone can be confident with a full head of hair.  But a confident bald man - there’s 
your diamond in the rough.” 
 
“Women love a self-confident bald man.” 
 
“geboyrn-tog” (birthday) party 
“There’s gotta be a time, there’s gotta be a cutoff point where you can’t have birthday 
parties.  You’re so desperate for a party that you have to have a party two weeks after?  
Wait till next year, you missed it!” (quote) 
 
“aleyn” (alone) 
“A date is an experience you have with another person that makes you appreciate 
being alone.” 
 
“laydn” (to suffer/misery) 
“Trying on pants is one of the most humiliating things a man can suffer that doesn’t 
involve a woman.”  (quote) 
 



 

 

“resoran” (restaurant) 
The 12 most popular Jewish foods, according to Joel Samberg are: bagels, blintzes, 
challah, chicken soup, gefilte fish, kasha varnishkes, kreplach, kugel, latkes, lox, matzo 
balls, and stuffed cabbage. 
Laurie, David’s ex, describes a restaurant meal (“moltsayt”) as “major eye-rolling 
time...a thousand questions, what’s in each dish, then all the angst about the tipping.” 
 
And, of course, there’s the story about the two Jewish ladies who are having lunch 
together at a restaurant in Miami Beach.  The waiter (“kelner”) comes over to them and 
asks, “Ladies, is ANYTHING ALL RIGHT?” 
 
“trinkgelt” (tip/gratuity) 
David admits that “Tipping is a major obsession.  Now I have more tip pressure (“druk”) 
than I ever have...I’ve got to be tip-ready at all times.” 
 
“lekherlekh” (ridiculous) 
On “60 Minutes,” Larry David challenges the amount of money he made off of Seinfeld.  
He calls the figures that the media had reported on his worth over the years “ridiculous 
and absurd and unseemly.”  He said, “I don’t have that kind of money!  My wife took 
half of it in the divorce.” 
 
David told Charlie Rose, “The figures are crazy.”  When Rose tried to pry out of David 
that he made over $500M in syndication from Seinfeld, David exclaims, “No, it’s not!  
And mind your own damn business.” 
 
“shtrikn” (to knit) 
[on Rosie Perez]  “I’m thrilled she’s doing this [play],” David says. “She’s completely 
authentic, which is a quality so foreign to me.  She’s also really funny and saucy.  And 
like my grandmother, she loves to knit, so I’ve taken to calling her Sadie.  Sadie Perez.  
That works.”     Source:  ELLE Magazine, May 2015 issue 
 
“baytn” (to change) 
Charlie Rose asked David, how creating Seinfeld changed him. 
David replied, “It gave me money.  Lots of money.” 
 
“komish” (funny) 
“I think we’re all good and bad, but good’s not funny.  Bad is funny. 
Suppress the good and let the bad out, and then you can be funny.”  (quote) 
 
“toyb” (deaf) 
“Hear the birds?  Sometimes I like to pretend that I’m deaf and I try to imagine what it’s 
like not to be able to hear them.  It’s not that bad.” (quote) 



 

 

 
“frayhayt” (freedom) 
“When you’re not concerned with succeeding, you can work with complete freedom.”  
(quote) 
 
“tsukunft” (future) 
“I was planning on my future as a homeless person.  I had a really good spot picked 
out.”  (quote) 
 
AND SOME QUOTES FROM “CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM” EPISODES: 
 
“tate-mame” (parents) 
[Larry and Cheryl - and their parents - are talking to the rabbi about renewing their 
vows] 
 
Rabbi:     Right, so then uh, I’ll, uh...do the blessing, uh, the last blessing, 
                just a little bit of Hebrew, and then I will put the glass on the 
                floor, and we’ll step on it, and that’ll be it. 
 
Cheryl’s dad: 
                That’s when everybody yells “a matzoh toff.” 
 
Rabbi:     No, no.  It’s “mazeltov.”  It means good luck 
 
Cheryl’s dad: 
                Could we say “Yippee!” or something? 
Cheryl’s mom: 
                 Or “good luck” or something? 
 
Cheryl’s dad: 
                “Hallelujah” would be good. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
“sholiakh” (messenger) 
“velosiped” (bicycle) 
 
[Larry notices a picture on his rabbi’s desk] 
Larry:         Is that you? 
Rabbi:        That’s...that’s Eddie Solomon.  My brother-in-law (“shvoger”). 
                   He, ummm...he died on Sept. 11 
 



 

 

Larry:         Oh my gosh.  Oh, I’m sorry 
Rabbi:        Yeah.  Terrible 
Larry:          He was in the building? 
Rabbi:         No, no.  He was...uptown on 57th Street.  He got hit by 
                    a bike messenger. 
Larry:          Uptown? 
Rabbi:         Yeah, yeah.  Bike messenger hit ‘em 
Larry:           [long pause]  What a shame. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
“nisn” (to sneeze) 
 
Ben Stiller:     You wouldn’t even shake my hand the first time we met... 
Larry David:    You sneezed....You had snot all over your hand! 
Ben Stiller:      That was a dry sneeze, Larry! 
Larry David:     I can’t assume dry, I gotta assume wet! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
“shpeter” (later) 
 
Richard:  You’d better call me later on, alright?  By sundown? 
Larry:       By sundown?  What are you, Gary Cooper?   By sundown? 
Richard:   That’ funny.  You know, I’m tryin’ not to laugh, but that’s funny. 
Larry:       Yeah, okay. 
Richard:   You better call by sundown. 
Larry:        By sundown?  Is the posse gonna come get me? 
 

Marjorie Gottlieb Wolfe is the author of 
two books: 
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"Are Yentas, Kibitzers, & Tummlers Weapons of Mass Instruction?  Yiddish 
Trivia."  To order a copy, go to her 

website: MarjorieGottliebWolfe.com 

http://marjoriegottliebwolfe.com/


 

 

 
NU, what are you waiting for?  Order the book! 
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